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RESUMO - A demanda por sementes de alta qualidade para a obtencdo de porta-enxertos de
citros é crescente, visando atender a Instrucdo Normativa 48 (MAPA, 2013), que exige 50% de
germinacgéo para a comercializacdo em citros. Dentre os fatores que determinam a alta qualidade
das sementes esta a colheita na época correta, assim o conhecimento do processo de maturagcéo
das sementes é fundamental. Objetivou-se com esse trabalho monitorar as alteracdes fisico-
guimicas dos frutos visando definir o ponto ideal de colheita de trifoliata Limeira (Poncirus trifoliata).
Frutos foram colhidos nas seguintes épocas: (i) inicio da safra (casca verde); (i) meio da safra
(coloragéo intermediaria: verde/amarela) e (iii) final da safra (casca amarela). Apos as colheitas,
foram armazenados por 0, 15, 30 e 45 dias, a 5°C e 85% de umidade relativa. Realizaram-se
analises do indice de cor na casca dos frutos; quimicas do suco (solidos sollveis, acidez e ratio); e
testes nas sementes (umidade, germinacéo e emergéncia). Sementes de frutos verdes apresentam
baixa qualidade fisiol6gica, por outro lado, os colhidos no final da safra, com maior indice de cor e
ratio e menor acidez, possuem maior taxa de germinacdo. O armazenamento dos frutos, colhidos
no meio da safra, aumenta a taxa de germinacdo. Conclui-se que a colheita de frutos de trifoliata no
ponto ideal (maduros) ou o armazenamento de frutos colhidos com coloracdo intermediaria

proporciona sementes com alta qualidade fisioldgica.
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ABSTRACT - The demand for high-quality seeds to obtain citrus rootstocks is increasing, aiming to
comply with Normative Instruction 48 (MAPA, 2013), which requires 50% germination for citrus
commercialization. Among the factors that determine a high seed quality, it is a harvest at the
correct time, as well as knowledge of the process of seed maturation is fundamental. The objective
of this work was to monitor the physico-chemical quality of the fruits to define the ideal harvesting
point for trifoliate Limeira (Poncirus trifoliata). Fruits were harvested in the following periods: (i)
beginning of the harvest (green peel); (ii) half of the crop (intermediate color: green/yellow) and (iii)
end of harvest (yellow peel). After harvesting, they were stored for 0, 15, 30 and 45 days at 5 ° C
and 85% relative humidity. Analyzes of the color index were carried out on the fruits peel; chemicals
of the juice (soluble solids, acidity and ratio); and tests on seeds (moisture, germination and
emergence). Seeds of green fruits present low physiological quality; on the other hand, those
harvested at the end of the harvest, with higher index of color and ratio and lower acidity, have a
higher germination rate. The storage of the fruits, harvested in the middle of the harvest, increases
the rate of germination. It is concluded that the harvesting of trifoliate fruits at the ideal point
(mature) or the storage of fruits harvested with intermediate coloring provides seeds with high

physiological quality.
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